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MENTAL HEALTH — PATIENTS HELD IN EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS 

1153. Hon STEPHEN DAWSON to the Minister for Mental Health: 
I refer to question 3363, which I asked some time ago of the minister, and the answer released on the questions 
system yesterday. Why was the question not tabled in the chamber, and why were the tabled papers not attached? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 
The papers are to be tabled today.  

Hon Stephen Dawson: Will you table them now? 

Hon HELEN MORTON: The member does not actually get them at the time that he gets his other answers; 
they actually have to be tabled. 

Hon Stephen Dawson: Sure; and normally the case is that when the answer is given in—it was released to my 
office yesterday—it is tabled. You did not table it yesterday, for some reason.  

Hon HELEN MORTON: Yes. 

Hon Stephen Dawson: You told the staff, I think, that you were taking it away to change it. Is that correct?  

Hon HELEN MORTON: What I talk about with my staff is my business, but what I — 

Hon Stephen Dawson: Not your staff; staff from the chamber. Are you hiding stuff again, minister, is my point? 

Hon HELEN MORTON: No, no. As a matter of fact, for Hon Stephen Dawson’s information, I am providing 
additional information to the member. He does not deserve it, because he seriously — 

Several members interjected.  

Hon HELEN MORTON: Let me just tell you, Mr President.  

Hon Sue Ellery: You need to start behaving properly!  

Hon HELEN MORTON: Be quiet! Shoosh! 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I will call the minister to answer a question, not to have a debate across the chamber. 
Minister, you direct your answer through me. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Thank you, Mr President.  

Mr President, the additional information I wanted to give the member is additional information that I sought 
approval for to do it this particular way, and that is to provide the tabled answer today because that has the 
additional information in it. That is what I will do. The reason I am annoyed by the accusation of the member is 
that yesterday, when I was providing some information to the member, he referred to the fact that he had the 
information in the annual report. My staff and the agency staff have been through the annual reports for the last 
three years, and the information — 

Hon Stephen Dawson: Page 32 of the annual report, minister. Mr President, I’ll table it here today.  

Hon HELEN MORTON: — was not in any of the last three annual reports.  

Point of Order 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I think the minister was taking a pot shot at me that time. She referred to 
a statement or a comment I made yesterday about information not being in the annual report. It is on page 32 of 
this year’s annual report of 2014–15. I seek permission to table it today, so that the minister can be sure — 

Hon Helen Morton: The numbers; you said the numbers. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: — it is in there. She tells lies in this place, Mr President.  

Several members interjected.  

Withdrawal of Remark 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I will ask the member to withdraw that last sentence.  

Hon HELEN MORTON: Thank you. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I withdraw that, Mr President. I should not have said that the minister tells lies in 
this place, but certainly she tries to change the answers occasionally, and it disappoints me. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! A withdrawal has to be made unconditionally. You cannot qualify a withdrawal. 
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Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Mr President, I was going to withdraw, and I do withdraw. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Hon Jim Chown: Tail between your legs! 

Several members interjected. 

Hon Helen Morton: Yes, you deserve it, too. You’re sneaky! 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Stephen Dawson has sought leave to table a document.  

Leave granted. [See paper 3509.] 

The PRESIDENT: I call Hon Martin Pritchard, who has been busting to ask a question.  
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